
The longest-serving faculty member at Washington Adventist University 
(WAU), Dr. Gladstone Gurubatham has been engaging minds and 
transforming lives on campus for 50 years. He is a life-long learner who 
supports both traditional and non-traditional programs, and is the founder 
and architect of WAU’s School of Graduate and Professional Studies -- the 
university’s adult evening degree program that is now in its 30th year. 

Gurubatham is a professor of psychology in the School of Arts and Sciences. 
He earned his Ph.D. in geoscience education and psychology from Catholic 
University of America, and he holds three master’s degrees – one each from 
Catholic University, University of Michigan, and Andrews University. He 
earned his bachelor’s degree from Spicer Memorial College in Aundh, Pune, 

India, and is an honorary alumnus of Washington Adventist University.

A licensed professional counselor, Gurubatham is nationally certified as a crisis intervener and addictions 
specialist. He is also a licensed professional Diplomate of the American Academy of Health Care Providers 
in Addiction Disorders, American Academy of Pain Management, and a member of the American Society 
of Behavioral Medicine. Gurubatham teaches undergraduate and graduate classes in psychopathology, 
health psychology, group therapy and individual counseling, along with sociology and geography. 

In 1981, Gurubatham instituted an external degree program as a way to help off-campus adults expand 
their knowledge and skills. The program was the first in the nation to offer accredited bachelor’s degrees 
to distant learners in general studies, psychology, healthcare administration, business administration and 
respiratory care. 

Gurubatham also initiated a “classroom in the workplace” program that allowed workers to take classes that 
were conveniently located at their place of work. He initially targeted working nurses at area hospitals who 
wanted to obtain their bachelor’s degree, but later expanded the program to workers at government agencies 
and other locations, and classes were taught in meeting and conference rooms so that workers could learn 
and earn degrees without having to incur travel time.
 
In 1984, as a way to address the school’s dropping enrollment and financial difficulties, Gurubatham 
proposed an adult evening program that would enable working adults to earn a degree upon completion of 
128 credit hours. He designed the program so that classes were six weeks long, meeting only one evening 
a week, and students could graduate in 18 months. At that time, no other educational institution in the state 
offered an undergraduate degree program to adult learners in the evening hours. 

Gurubatham is past president of the D.C. Mental Health Counselors’ Association, where he increased 
membership by 150 percent. He is also past president of the Takoma-Langley Rotary Club. Gurubatham 
enjoys helping and counseling individuals, and mentoring students on campus, as well as young people at 
local Seventh-day Adventist churches. His leisure activities include collecting gemstones, minerals, rocks 
and coins, gardening and reading.

One of five children, Gladstone Gurubatham spent his early years in India and Michigan.  
He is married to Ellie DiLibero, and they have two daughters.

GLADSTONE GURUBATHAM, PH.D. 


