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WASHINGTON ADVENTIST UNIVERSITY, INCORPORATED 

 
ARTICLES OF AMENDMENT AND RESTATEMENT 

 
 
 
 

ARTICLE I—Name 

 
The name of the corporation (hereinafter called the “corporation”) is Washington Adventist 

 
University, Incorporated. 

 
ARTICLE II—Location and Resident Agent 

 
The location of the principal office of this corporation is 7600 Flower Avenue, Takoma Park, 

County of Montgomery, Maryland.   The resident agent of the corporation shall be THE 

CORPORATION TRUST, INCORPORATED, the post office address of which is 300 E. Lombard 

St., Baltimore, Maryland 21202. 

ARTICLE III—Duration 

 
The term for which the corporation shall be organized and the duration of its existence shall be 

perpetual. 

ARTICLE IV—Aims and Purposes 

 
The aims and purposes for which the corporation is formed are: 

 
A.        To establish, maintain, and conduct an institution of higher learning, with all 

the powers and privileges now conferred, or which may hereafter be conferred by law upon 

or permitted to be exercised by such corporation, including the power to confer academic and 

professional degrees, and to issue certificates and diplomas evidencing the completion of 

courses of instruction which may be given by it. 

B. To promote the dissemination of knowledge, to encourage the conduct of 



2  

research, and to advance learning in accordance with the mission statement of the university. 

 
C.        To maintain this institution as an integral part of the system of educational 

institutions established and operated under the auspices of the Seventh-day Adventist Church 

as carried out through its sponsoring organization, the Columbia Union Conference of 

Seventh-day Adventists. 

ARTICLE V—Nonprofit Status 

This corporation is a nonprofit, non-stock corporation organized and operated exclusively for 

religious, charitable, scientific, testing for public safety, or educational purposes and such other 

purposes permitted by law and not inconsistent with the corporation=s non-profit status within the 

meaning of Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 (as amended and hereinafter 

called the “Internal Revenue Code”). Notwithstanding other provisions of these Articles of 

Incorporation, the corporation shall not carry on other activities not permitted to be carried on by: 

A. A corporation exempt from federal income tax under Section 501(c)(3)and 

 
501(a) of the Internal Revenue Code (or the corresponding provision of any future United 

 
States Internal Revenue law). 

 
B.        A corporation, contributions to which are deductible under Section 170(c)(2) 

of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 (or the corresponding provision of any future United 

States Revenue law). 

No substantial part of the activities of this corporation shall consist of attempting to influence 

legislation.  This corporation shall not participate in or intervene by publishing or distributing 

statements for any political campaign or on behalf of any candidate for public office or in any other 

way fail to comply with Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code, as now in force or as may 
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afterward be amended. 

 
The corporation shall not be operated for the primary purpose of conducting an unrelated 

trade or business as defined in Section 513 of the Internal Revenue Code, as now in force or as may 

afterward be amended. 

No part of the net earnings of the corporation shall be used to benefit any private shareholder 

or individual within the meaning of Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code, as now in force 

or as may afterward be amended. 

No compensation shall be paid to any member, officer, director, trustee, or organizer of the 

corporation or substantial contributor to it, except as reasonable allowance for services rendered to or 

for the corporation. 

ARTICLE VI—Powers 

 
This corporation, through the board of trustees, shall have the power to: 

 
A.        Appoint as officers of the corporation a president of the university, vice 

presidents of the university, and such others as may be proper, who serve at the pleasure of 

the board of trustees. 

B.        Appoint deans, directors, professors, and instructors, who serve at the pleasure 

of the board of trustees. 

C.       Provide for and furnish means of literary, scientific, and professional 

education; give such education to persons desiring degrees in the liberal arts and other fields; 

direct and prescribe such discipline as may be fit and proper to be observed by the 

corporation and its university; and appoint professors and tutors for the purpose of giving 

instruction in religion, the arts and sciences, and other fields deemed necessary by the board 
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of trustees. 

 
D.        Grant such honors and degrees as are usually granted by any university, 

university, or seminary of learning in the United States to all who complete one or more of 

the prescribed courses of study; and, in testimony whereof, give suitable diplomas under the 

corporate seal and signatures of such officers and professors of the corporation as the board 

of trustees shall deem expedient. 

E.        Grant honorary degrees to individuals who merit such recognition upon the 

recommendation of the university administration and faculty. 

F.        Receive and hold by purchase, lease, gift, donation, bequest, devise, or grant, 

real and personal property for educational purposes connected with the corporation or for the 

benefit or endowment of the corporation and its university and institutions under its control; 

with power to sell, mortgage, pledge, lease, or otherwise use, convey, and dispose of property 

of the corporation; and with power to borrow money and execute its corporate promissory 

note or notes, and pledge and mortgage such of its property as its board of trustees may deem 

necessary. 

G.        Fix and pay the salaries of the president, vice presidents, directors, deans, 

professors, and other officers and salaried employees of the university. 

H.        Bill and collect such tuition, fees, dues, and other charges from those who 

shall participate in or make use of the university’s facilities for learning and research as the 

board of trustees may from time to time prescribe. 

I.         Receive and apply any donation, bequest, or devise, made for particular 

purposes accordant with the design and purpose of the corporation, and in such case hold and 
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use such donation or bequest in conformity with the express conditions of the donors or 

devisers. 

J.         Hold, purchase and acquire, and receive by lease, deed, gift, bequest, devise, 

and any other lawful means, such land rights and other property and privileges as may be 

necessary, useful, and convenient in entering upon, promoting, maintaining, and carrying out 

the objects of the corporation; with power to apply and use, for the extension of such work 

and other educational work as may be voted and authorized by the board of trustees, all 

profits accruing from such business and from gifts, bequests, legacies, devises, donations, 

and otherwise. 

K.        Purchase, erect, maintain, construct, and conduct a general store and engage in 

such agricultural and industrial pursuits as may be for the benefit and extension of the 

purposes of the corporation. 

L.        Declare vacant the seat of any trustee who does not conform to the law or the 

bylaws of the corporation and remove, in such manner as the bylaws shall specify, such 

presidents, vice presidents, professors, deans, and others as may from time to time not fulfill 

the duties of their position in conformity with the best interests of the corporation. 

M.      Consider and act upon all other matters appropriate for the purpose of 

achieving the aims and purposes for which the corporation is formed. 

ARTICLE VII—Constituency 

 
The constituency of the corporation is composed of Seventh-day Adventist members as 

defined in the bylaws. At least two-thirds (2/3) of the constituency shall be composed of members 

from specific denominational constituencies, boards, or executive committees of organizations that 
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are listed in the Seventh-day Adventist Yearbook.  The qualifications, duties, and powers of the 

constituency are stated in the bylaws and include the power to make and amend the Articles of 

Incorporation and the bylaws and to take such other actions as may be necessary and proper to 

achieve the aims and purposes of the corporation and expedient to advance the interests thereof. 

ARTICLE VIII—Trustees 

 
The business affairs and funds of the corporation shall be under the control, direction, and 

management of the board of trustees.  The number of trustees, the manner of election, and their 

duties and responsibilities at any time shall be determined by the constituency as prescribed in the 

bylaws. Liability of the board of trustees shall be limited as set forth in the bylaws. There are four 

board of directors. 

ARTICLE IX—Officers 

 
The officers of the corporation shall include a president, a secretary, a treasurer, and such 

other officers as are provided for in the bylaws. 

ARTICLE X—Amendments 

 
These Articles of Incorporation may be amended by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the members of 

the constituency who are present and voting at any regular meeting of the constituency or at any 

special meeting thereof called for such purpose, subject to quorum rules. 

ARTICLE XI—Bylaws 

 
Bylaws of the corporation and the rules and regulations governing the operation of the 

corporation may be made, adopted, or amended at any regular meeting of the constituency or at any 

special meeting thereof called for such purpose, such adoption or amendment to be made by two- 

thirds (2/3) vote of the members present, subject to quorum rules. 
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ARTICLE XII—Dissolution 

 
Upon dissolution of the corporation, the board of trustees shall, after paying or making 

provision for the payment of all liabilities of the corporation, dispose of all assets of the corporation 

exclusively for the purposes of the corporation in such manner, or to such organization or 

organizations organized and operated exclusively for charitable, educational, or religious purposes as 

shall at the time qualify as an exempt organization or organizations under Section 501(c)(3) of the 

Internal Revenue Code (or the corresponding provisions of any future United States Internal Revenue 

law), as the board of trustees shall determine. In no way shall any of the assets or property go or be 

distributed to members, either for the reimbursement of any sum subscribed, donated, or contributed 

by such members, or for any other such purpose, it being the intent of the corporation that the 

property and assets then owned by the corporation shall be devoted exclusively to charitable, 

educational, or religious purposes. If the Columbia Union Conference Association of Seventh-day 

Adventists shall exist as a corporate entity at the time of the dissolution of the corporation, and shall 

qualify for the tax-exempt status described in this Article, the assets of the corporation shall be 

disposed of by gift to said Columbia Union Conference Association of Seventh-day Adventists. 
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