
Our talented team of financial aid experts is here to help you find  
the money necessary to pay for college. We don’t want financial  
limitation to stand between you and your goal of a college education!
Your college education is one of the most important and valuable 
investments you will ever make — one that will shape your future, 
both professionally and personally. 

HOW DO I APPLY?
Financing a college education is a challenge for most families,  
whatever their income. 

Follow these simple steps:
•  Apply to Washington Adventist University to be accepted. Since 

we base our academic scholarships on G.P.A. and SAT or ACT test 
scores be sure that you submit this information as soon as pos-
sible. 

•  To be eligible to receive federal financial aid (grants, loans,  
work-study), complete the FAFSA (Free Application for Federal 
Student Aid). Washington Adventist University’s priority deadline is 
March 1. 

•  When Washington Adventist University receives your information, a  
counselor will calculate an “estimated” financial aid award. You  
will receive this information in the form of an Estimate of Financial 
Aid Award Letter. 

•  Respond immediately to any requests for additional information 
such as verification worksheets, tax return transcripts, and other 
documentation. 

Complete the FAFSA on the Web: It is much easier and faster than 
completing a “paper” application. Visit www.fafsa.ed.gov. 
Starting with the 2017-2018 academic year, students will be able 
to submit their FAFSA as early as October 1, 2017. When complet-
ing the FAFSA, students will need to use tax information from two 
years prior. By using the Data Retreival Tool (DRT), tax information 
is transfered onto the FAFSA making completion of the FAFSA faster 
and easier than before.

SCHOLARSHIPS AND GRANTS
What is in a Financial Aid Award?
Your financial aid award may include three components: 
1. Scholarships/Grants
2. Loans
3. Work

WAU Academic Merit Scholarships: Washington Adventist University  
provides generous academic scholarships for students who have 
been academic ability. Academic merit scholarships are determined 
by grade point average and SAT or ACT test scores. 

WAU Need Grant: This grant is an institutional grant provided to 
those students who show financial need. We will do all we can  
to help. 

8th Semester Free: This is a discount available to incoming fresh-
men who sign a Commitment Form and commit to completing their 
degree in eight consecutive semesters (4 years) or 10 consecutive 
semesters (if your program requires the additional year). WAU will 
cover the final semester of tuition to students who pass a review 
by the Office of the Registrar for graduation by the end of their 7th 
semester.

Federal Grants: Federal Pell Grant and Federal Supplemental 
Educational Opportunity Grant (SEOG) are awarded to students who 
demonstrate a very high level of need as determined by the U.S. 
Department of Education.

Maryland State Grants: If you are a resident of the State of Mary-
land, you may be eligible for free money, but you must complete your 
FAFSA by the March 1 deadline. For more information on the State 
of Maryland grants, please visit www.mhec.state.md.us, ask your 
high school guidance counselor, or contact the Financial Aid Office at 
Washington Adventist University for more information. 

LOANS
What loans are available?
Unlike scholarships and grants, loans must be repaid. Most families 
elect to finance some part of college expenses (the amount beyond 
student work, scholarships, and grants) through loans. Here are 
some loans available to students. 

Federal Direct Loan: This is a low-interest loan available to students, 
to be repaid after graduation or upon withdrawal from school. 

Direct PLUS Loans: Parent PLUS Loans are not a standard part of 
the financial aid package, but are available as low-interest loans to 
parents. Eligibility is based on credit worthiness. 

Private Student Loans: Private loans are not a standard part  
of the financial aid package. Eligibility is based on borrower or  
co-borrower’s credit worthiness. See your financial institution. 
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SUMMER WORK
Work to earn it! 
Students should expect to work during the summer to contribute a 
portion of their summer earnings towards their educational cost. The 
typical student should expect to save at least $2000 during the sum-
mer to contribute to their college costs. This amount would help to 
reduce monthly payment amounts. 

How can I find a job to help pay for college?
Washington Adventist University expects each financial aid recipi-
ent to work both during the summer and the academic year to pay 
for part of their college expenses. The Human Resources office can 
assist students in finding a job on campus. Off-campus jobs are con-
tracted directly between the student and the off-campus employer. 
Federal Work Study jobs are awarded to students demonstrating the 
greatest need. Ask your financial aid counselor. 

WORK
Work around your class schedule
Most college students work to help fund their education. 10 to 15 
hours of work each week is an option and can help bring in $1,000 
to $3,000 to apply to your educational costs. At Washington Adven-
tist University there are many opportunities available. 

Jobs provide more than just a paycheck
• Teach you to manage your time wisely.
• Great way to get experience.
• Work around your class schedule.
• Great environment to meet new friends. 

FAQ’S (FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS)
Students at Washington Adventist University typically receive a range 
of scholarships directly from the college, including both academic 
and need-based assistance. Academic scholarships range from 
$4,000 to $8,000 and need-based scholarships are determined by 
demonstrated need.

Can I afford Washington Adventist University? Yes, approximately 
96% of students at WAU receive some form of financial aid. The 
financial aid package is determined by a student’s demonstrated 
financial need, academic ability, or other similar criteria.

How do I apply for financial aid? All students interested in receiving 
financial assistance must complete the Free Application for Federal 
Student Aid (FAFSA).

What is the Federal School Code for Washington Adventist University?
School Code: 002067

Will financial aid cover all my college expenses? Financial aid is 
intended to help families meet college expenses, not replace their 
contributions. Each family is expected to contribute to the total cost 
of attendance.

Will my financial aid continue for four years? Yes, if you continue 
your academic progress and continue to demonstrate financial need. 
You must reapply each year. Keep in mind that changes in the fam-
ily’s size, income, or number of family members in college, will affect 
your eligibility for aid, so the amount of your package may increase or  
decrease from year to year. 

If I do not qualify for financial aid, are there other payment or loan 
options available to help my family meet college costs?
Yes, if you do not qualify for academic or need-based aid, and you 
require assistance in meeting the cost of attendance, one of our 
qualified financial counselors will work with you to explore alternative 
financing options.

Should I apply for scholarships from outside sources?
Absolutely. Check the websites listed that serve as scholarship 
search engines. There is free money available out there, but you 
must apply and meet deadlines.

Can I receive aid as an independent student, instead of being 
evaluated based on my parents’ financial status? Your dependency 
status is determined by the information you supply on your FAFSA 
form. It is not a subjective decision made at the college. 

Student Consumer Infomation: Washington Adventist University is 
committed to providing important consumer information to all
prospective and enrolled students as require by the Higher Education 
Opportunity Act. The information may be found at
www.wau.edu/student-consumer-information.

RESOURCES
www.collegeboard.com contains a financial aid calculator and a 
scholarship search engine. 

www.fafsa.ed.gov is the official website for FAFSA. Please note that 
many deceiving websites exist with similar names; they charge a fee 
to submit your FAFSA. Use only this URL; there is no charge.

www.mhec.state.md.us is the Maryland Higher Education website. 
Click on financial aid for all sources of aid available to MD residents. 

www.finaid.org offers general information, financial calculators, 
information on prepaid tuition plans, and a scholarship search. 
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