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Weis Library is the main library for Washington Adventist University and provides essential information 

resources and services that enable faculty to meet their educational and pedagogical objectives, including: 

Online Resources  

The library’s website contains several online resources 

that can be accessed both on- and off-campus 24 hours 

a day. First, there is WorldCat Discovery. A searchable 

database that contains records of the items available in 

Weis Library, WorldCat Discovery is a research tool that 

combines the functionality of a traditional library catalog 

with the intuitive interface of a modern search engine. It 

enables you to locate and access information resources 

held by both Weis Library and other libraries throughout 

the United States. These include physical and electronic 

items like books, e-books, journals, articles, and videos. 

A second very helpful information tool is Journal Finder. 

Journal Finder is a comprehensive guide to the full-text 

journals and magazines that are accessible through the 

library’s online database subscriptions. It enables you to 

search or browse for specific periodicals by title to learn 

whether the articles published in them can be accessed 

digitally. Journal Finder indicates what years, if any, of a 

periodical title are available for you to access online. 

On the library’s website, you shall also find links to over 

fifty Online Databases. The selection includes electronic 

encyclopedias, full-text e-book databases, and full-text 

periodical databases, among others. Further, there are 

both general-purpose and discipline-specific databases 

available to meet the research needs of professors and 

students in various fields of study. To help you and your 

students identify the best online databases for particular 

topics, they are described and classed by subject on the 

website. Moreover, the library has posted nearly twenty 

Research Guides upon its website. The research guides 

identify what are the most relevant electronic resources 

for certain academic disciplines or programs of study. 

Interlibrary Loan 

If Weis Library does not have a resource you need in its 

collection, you might be able to acquire it by interlibrary 

loan. Interlibrary loan is an information service whereby 

Weis Library borrows materials that faculty and students 

need from other libraries on their behalf. Books, journal 

articles, and videos are some of the types of information 

resources that instructors can request through ILL. And 

Weis Library staff can send ILL requests to libraries in 

Maryland and around the country, if required. For some 

items, you can initiate ILL requests through WorldCat 

Discovery. For others, you must complete an interlibrary 

loan form and return it to the library to initiate a request. 

To learn more about ILL, please contact the library.   

Course Reserves 

Faculty can place information resources “on reserve” at 

Weis Library and instruct their students to read or view 

the materials outside the classroom. Known as course 

reserves, these resources can include books, videos, or 

other research materials that a teacher wants his or her 

students to have reliable but restricted access to. Unlike 

most library resources, course reserves are shelved at 

the library’s Circulation Desk and can only be borrowed 

for a short time period, like an hour or a day. To initiate 

the process of putting materials on reserve, you should 

fill out a course reserves form and bring it to the library 

with the resources you want to place on reserve. Please 

contact the library to learn more about course reserves. 

Library Instruction 

For faculty that would like their students to be orientated 

on the information resources and services of the library, 

instruction sessions can be arranged. Held in the library 

and conducted by a librarian, a typical library instruction 

session provides students with a briefing on the library’s 

print and digital collections, and shows them how to use 

resources like WorldCat Discovery and Journal Finder. 

Normally, a session lasts 45 to 60 minutes, and upon 

completion, your students will have received experience 

using the library to find books, e-books, journal articles, 

and similar resources for their assignments. Also, library 

instruction sessions can be customized to cover general 

or special information resources based on the needs of 

your students. To learn more about library instruction or 

to schedule a session, please contact Weis Library. 
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