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EDUCATIONAL PARTNERSHIPS

The library continues to collaborate with faculty to enhance student learning outcomes. 
Dr. Garifo provided research instruction to students in ENGL 102 and met with many 
students 1:1 to provide advanced, personalized support. Said one student: "with our 
meeting, I gained knowledge that allowed me to expand my understanding of my topic 
and helped me develop this paper."

WEIS LIBRARY
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NEW DIRECTIONS

Dr. Sarah Garifo joined WAU as the Director of the Weis Library in August 2021. She 
brings an extensive knowledge of library leadership practices, as well as a 
professional and academic focus on culturally relevant pedagogy in libraries.

With support from Dr. David Trim (Director of the SDA Office of Archives, Statistics, and 
Research) and the WAU Honors College, Dr. Garifo is laying the groundwork for the
complete digitization of the library's special collection of Adventist heritage materials. 
This multi-year project will invite collaboration from many academic departments to 
create unique curricular experiences for students, open avenues for innovative 
original research, and preserve our historic and culturally significant repository.

library@wau.edu

CONTINUED EXCELLENCE

As Washington Adventist University and the Weis Library worked to recover from the 
impacts of the pandemic and returned to in-person instruction and engagement, the 
library served students and faculty/staff through:

reference questions database & ebook searches
1,269 21,921

3.0%
from 2018-19 (pre-pandemic)
relative to library operating hours

0.6%
from 2018-19 (pre-pandemic)
relative to library operating hours
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STAFF ACHIEVEMENTS

In September 2021, Kathy Hecht was promoted to the title of Access Services Manager. 
In this role, Kathy manages the circulation of materials (including course reserves), 
supervises student professionals, processes inbound and outbound interlibrary loan 
requests, oversees building maintenance, and performs many other duties as assigned 
in order to ensure excellence in library operations.

Under the leadership of Genevieve Singh, the cataloging department has been 
overseeing the deaccession of library materials as part of an ongoing effort to increase 
the quality and relevance of the print library collection. To date, over 1,600 titles have 
been removed from the catalog (with supporting documentation) in order to make 
way for the highest-quality materials for the WAU learning community.


